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20 July 2009 : Column 938W

Chris Huhne: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many fraudulent passport applications
were detected in each year since 1997: and how many instances of passport fraud his Department estimates were
undetected in each such year. [285925]

Alan Johnson: The Identity and Passport Service (IPS) figures for passport frauds detected in each year since 1997
are shown in table 1:

Table 1

Number
199701 1,880
19081} 1,368
19991} 1,535
January to March 20001 362
2000-01 1,434
2001-02 2,419
2002-03 1,973
2003-04 2,651
2004-05 1,497
2005-06 6,497
2008-07 6,108
2007-08 9,382
2008-09 9,254
(1) Calendar years were used until April 2000
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DTN

:am5),*2011 mwn Frontex 1IN Yv nyta Ty

"Meanwhile, the added security that e-Passports can provide, with
the provision that they are used correctly, will likely mean that
fraudulent travelers will move away from falsified passports and
instead seek to subvert the border control system either by

attempting look-alike fraud using genuine documents, or by trying to
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http://frontex.europa.eu/assets/Publications/Risk_Analysis/Annual Risk Analysis 2014.pdf nx1 ™
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subvert the issuance process in order to be fraudulently issued with

genuine e-Passports."
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“It was stressed that currently there are no reliable figures on how many
travel documents are issued to fraudsters who have either forged
breeder documents or applied for travel documents by abusing other

weaknesses in the civil registry process.”
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“The introduction of the new security features into travel documents and
the development of the new automated border-control systems did not
translate into a significant decrease in the use of fraudulent documents.
Fraudsters appear to have changed their modi operandi and instead of

the simple alterations, tend to use more sophisticated methods.”
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“The introduction of ePassports in 2005 has helped shift the focus of
fraudsters from attempting to alter passport booklets to attempting

to fraudulently obtain genuine passports.”
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“The advent of biometric passports has had an effect: "There has
been a big shift in the last five years from counterfeiting to applying
for a real one"
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“Since 9/11, the majority of the Department’s efforts to counter
terrorists’ ability to travel have focused primarily on pretravel
assessment and countermeasures. DS’s  monitoring  of
vulnerabilities identified during criminal investigations has resulted in
the arrests of vendors and facilitators of fraudulent travel
documents. CA®, in turn, has transformed its application data
procedures and interview standards; enhanced mandated
advisories on aliens of special interest; and integrated watch list and
biometric identifiers into the application process for visas and

passports.”
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“some passport files are to be retained permanently, some are to be
destroyed after 100 years, some physical files are to be destroyed
after fifteen years after being microfiimed, and some are to be

destroyed “when active agency use ceases.”
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“The 9/11 terrorists succeeded in carrying out their attacks through
the use of fraudulently obtained, but genuine, U.S. travel

documents.”
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